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INTRODUCTION 

Civic Practice is a project that investigates artist-led projects in the community, commissioned by 

City government. The project is led by the City of Philadelphia’s Office of Arts, Culture and the 

Creative Economy (OACCE). The Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia (the Fund) will serve as the fiscal 

administrator and contracting entity. 

Civic Practice is rooted in the belief that meaningful public art begins with the thoughtful engagement 

of local communities in collaboration with artists. From 2015–2016, the OACCE partnered with 

Creative Time’s Artistic Director Nato Thompson to convene a National Task Force to discuss best 

practices in government / artist collaborations. Topics focused on how government has, could, and 

should work with: Community Organizations, CDCs, Presenting Organizations, and Artists. The 

findings were akin to community development and organizing, with methods specific to the arts. 

The next step of Civic Practice is to commission a Pilot Project, for which we can offer a 

budget of $10,000. The neighborhood identified for this the project is the West Philadelphia 

Promise Zone Neighborhood (described further below). The OACCE has identified the 

Philadelphia Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) and the People’s Emergency Center 

(PEC) as the designated community partners. Their cooperation helps to ensure an authentic 

partnership with the local community. Civic Practice is funded by a Discovery Grant from the Pew 

Center for Arts & Heritage. 
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PILOT PROJECT – A CALL TO ARTISTS 

Civic Practice’s Pilot Project can take any artistic form – performance, exhibition, convening, etc. The 

selected project, however, must meet the following criteria: 

Government Partnership: As a primary function of Civic Practice is to pursue meaningful 

collaboration between government and artists, the selected project must engage a government entity. 

While this could be any government entity, the OACCE has confirmed three interested government 

agencies: 1. The Free Library of Philadelphia, 2. Philadelphia Parks & Recreation, 3. The 

Department of Public Property. Please see the following section for more information. 

 

Location: The proposed project must take place in the Promise Zone of West Philadelphia. While 

the project can engage artists from outside the Promise Zone, the focus of its activities must be in 

the Promise Zone. Click here to see the geographic boundaries. 

 

Timeline: 

- May 22, 2017 @ 6 p.m.: Community Meeting to discuss guidelines, at the former First 

United Bank at 38th Street and Lancaster Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19104 

- June 19, 2017: Proposals Due 

- July—September: Public Project 

 

Budget: This projects has a total budget of $10,000, which is inclusive of all costs. The OACCE 

may provide project documentation (video or photography, depending on the project). 

 

As you consider your project, please note that this process is meant to be collaborative in 

nature, meaning that government and artists should work together on every component of the 

project; and as such, dialogue, flexibility, and listening will serve as central elements. In many ways, 

we are piloting a process as well as a project. 

The final project will be selected by an Independent Selection Panel based on how the arts are used 

to engage the community and create positive impact.  Creativity, artistic merit, and feasibility will 

serve as guiding criteria as well. This opportunity is open to all artists and organizations.  

http://www.phila.gov/Newsletters/PZoneAssets-Map.pdf
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GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIPS 

The following organizations have expressed interest in partnering with artists or artist-led groups in 

community projects. If you would like to work with another City agency, we will do our best to help 

facilitate accordingly. However, members of these three departments will be at the Community 

Meeting on May 22 to discuss their respective goals and potential projects with you. 

 

Free Library of Philadelphia 

The mission of the Free Library of Philadelphia (FLP) is to advance literacy, guide learning, and 

inspire curiosity. Its vision is to build an enlightened community devoted to lifelong learning. 

Through a new Cluster system for organizational design, the Free Library is developing Community 

Councils throughout the city to improve operational efficiency, inspire civic involvement among 

community members, and engage leaders across the social service, nonprofit, and civic spheres. This 

design is intended to build the economic vitality, educational encouragement and health of 

communities, particularly in areas of economic distress. 

Department of Public Property 

The Department of Public Property (DPP) has the primary responsibility for the acquisition, care, 

and maintenance of the City government’s physical plant. DPP serves multiple City 

departments, agencies, and commissions in various capacities including ensuring a habitable and 

clean work environment, managing capital projects, and handling lease negotiations and property 

purchase. 

DPP has four primary divisions, each of which serve an essential service to its citizens. At a glance, 

they are: 1. Facilities Management, 2. Real Estate, 3. Capital Programs, 4. Planning. 

Philadelphia Parks & Recreation 

Central Truth: We Help People Grow, That’s What We Do. 

Vision: We envision an environmentally rich Philadelphia of healthy people with greater personal 

and community resources; more connected to each other, to their neighborhoods and their 

government; open to new possibilities; and living with pride and confidence in their city. 

Mission: We advance the prosperity of our city and the progress of her people through intentional 

and sustained stewardship of public land and waterways as well as through safe, stimulating 

recreation, environmental and cultural centers. We help Philadelphia’s children and other residents 

grow by connecting them to the natural world, to each other, and to fun, physical and social 

opportunities. 
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APPLICATION 

Answer the following application questions about your project: 

- Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

Website (if applicable) 

- Resume or Bio for all applicable partners (Two-page maximum of each participant) 

- What do you propose to do? (Your approach) 

- With which City Department? 

- Describe your team’s approach to working collaboratively with the City Department and 

partners (Your process) 

- Describe your team’s approach to engaging community residents. 

- How will arts and/or culture advance the project’s goals? Why this artist for this project? 

(Artistic merit) 

- What will be different in the community if you succeed? How will you know? (Your impact)  

- Images: If submitting images, please limit it to eight (8) JPGs 

o Images should be labeled as last name, first name, and number; for example: 

Smith_Jane_01 

o Images should be saved at 72 dpi with 1200 pixels as the widest dimension 

o Include image info, such as narrative context, title, year, etc. 

 

There are three ways to submit your application, please use whatever format suits you best:  

1. Click here to fill out the application online, or 

2. Email your application to: Jacque.Liu@phila.gov, or 

3. Send to: Jacque Liu, Percent for Art Project Manager, 116 City Hall, Philadelphia, PA 19107 

The application deadline for submission is June 19, 2017. If you have questions, email 

Jacque.Liu@phila.gov.  

  

https://oacce.wufoo.com/forms/zf2kj6g1p4lzrt/
mailto:Jacque.Liu@phila.gov
mailto:Jacque.Liu@phila.gov
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NOTIFICATION OF RESULTS 

All applicants will receive notification by email. Please do not call the OACCE or any participants in 

the selection process directly for results. The City of Philadelphia reserves the right to change, 

modify, or revise the Call for Artists, in part or whole. 

 

CONTRACT AWARD 

The selected artist or organization will enter an agreement with the Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia. 

No selection shall be deemed final until a proposal has been fully approved and an agreement 

properly executed by the artist and the City. 

 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER  

This Call to Artists does not commit the Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia or the City of Philadelphia 

(Fund/City) to award a contract. This Call to Artists and the process it describes are proprietary to 

the Fund/City and are for the sole and exclusive benefit of the Fund/City. No other party, 

including any Applicant, is intended to be granted any rights hereunder. Any response, including 

written documents and verbal communication, by any Applicant to this RFP, shall become the 

property of the Fund/City and may be subject to public disclosure by the Fund/City, or any 

authorized agent of the Fund/City. 

 

MONITORING/ SECURITY 

By submission of a proposal in response to this Call to Artists, the Applicant agrees that it will 

comply with all insurance requirements, contract monitoring, and evaluation activities 

undertaken by the City of Philadelphia and the Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia, and with all 

security policies and requirements of the City. 
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ABOUT THE OFFICE OF ARTS, CULTURE AND THE CREATIVE ECONOMY 

The Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy’s (OACCE) mission is to support and 

promote arts, culture, and the creative industries; and to develop partnerships and coordinate 

efforts that weave arts, culture, and creativity into the economic and social fabric of the city of 

Philadelphia. 

The OACCE manages and oversees City arts programs, provides services to artists and arts 

organizations and serves as the primary point of municipal contact for local organizations, 

businesses, artists and creative entrepreneurs. As Philadelphia’s local arts agency, the OACCE 

works in cooperation with the Mayor, City Council, and other municipal offices to make 

Philadelphia a great place to live, work and visit. 

 

ABOUT THE MAYOR’S FUND FOR PHILADELPHIA  

The Mission of the Mayor's Fund for Philadelphia is to advance the Mayor’s goals through 

leveraging public-private partnerships to benefit of the citizens of Philadelphia. 

The Mayor's Fund for Philadelphia is a 501(c)(3) that works in close partnership with the City of 

Philadelphia, private sector businesses, and community-based organizations to advance initiatives 

that reflect Mayoral priorities and seek to improve the quality of life for all Philadelphians. 

Serving as a fiscal agent for the City of Philadelphia, the Mayor’s Fund manages between $12 and 

$15 million annually, on behalf of more than 150 active programs. These programs support priority 

areas such as public safety, education, business and economic development, culture and the creative 

economy, civic engagement, and emergency preparedness. 

 

 

The OACCE would like to extend its gratitude to Philadelphia LISC and PEC for serving as 

community partners, to the Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia for their ongoing support and wisdom, 

and to the Pew Center for Arts & Heritage for their support through a 2015 Discovery Grant. 


